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stancy of the intelligence quotient. The first test may have
required no reading ability; the second test, high proliciency
along that line. The first test may have emphasized speed;
the second test may have allowed unlimited time. The child
may have been emotionally inhibited on certain occasions.
When school education is inferior, the scores of children
on group intelligence tests are likely to be below average.
That is one reason why rural children and Negroes, in gen-
eral, score lower on intelligence tests than urban children.
These environmental conditions are usually associated with
lack of intellectual stimulation and a dearth of problems
that demand the use of intelligence, The occupational status
of parents is another factor that enters into this constellation
associated with low scores on intelligence tests. Moreover,
the tests themselves are unfair to certain groups of children
insofar as they involve experiences that are less familiar
to them than to the children on which the tests were stand-
ardized. In an excellent school system a tendency for the
intelligence quotients to increase slightly from grade to grade
is sometimes found. A still more marked gain may be
achieved by placing children in superior homes at an early
age. A small part of this gain may be due to the fact that
the children become more "test wise" with each succeeding
examination.
Relationship between general intelligence, scholastic
achievement, and musical talent is low but positive. The
relationship is more marked with extremes of ability. Indi-
viduals who possess exceptional musical ability, as a group,
tend to be far above average in intelligence and school
achievement.
Three more specialized manifestations of mental ability
are memory, imagination, and reasoning.
Memory. — Children generally show an increase in the
ability to memorize as they grow older.^ With meaningful
material adults have a decided advantage over children.
Perhaps children have acquired their reputation for good
memories because they frequently memorize material as
"the easiest way out." Memorizing a history lesson requires

